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For as long as Earth lasts, 

planting and harvest, cold and heat, 

    Summer and winter, day and night 

        will never stop.   

Genesis 8:22 MSG  
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by Sam Chan 
www.espresso 
theology.com 

YOUR WORLD 
TO JESUS IN 60 

SECONDS  

Sing is a feel good musical 
movie with over 60 songs 
sung by animated animals. 
The main characters are   
Buster Moon (koala), Rosita 
(pig), Mike (mouse), Ash 
(porcupine), Johnny (gorilla), 
and Meena (elephant). 

The movie's message is to 
chase your dreams. 

The dream of the animals is 
to sing. And not just any 
song.  But a song that         
expresses who they can be. 

But to do this they must 
overcome obstacles. For the 
koala it's the stuck-up banker 
who wants to repossess the 
theatre.  For the gorilla it's 
his father who wants him to 
rob banks.  For the porcupine 
it's her self-absorbed             
boyfriend who's left her for 
another girl. 

But if the animals can believe 
in themselves, then they can 
be anything they want to be. 

This of course is the             
unchallenged mantra of the 
West.  It's how we put a man 
on the moon, cured smallpox, 
and invented the seedless 
watermelon. 

But the problem is that not 
all dreams are equally valid. 

What about the banker's 
dream to repossess the      
theatre?  What about daddy 
gorilla's dream to rob banks? 
What about boyfriend          
porcupine's dream to be self-
absorbed and discard one 
girlfriend for another? Should 
we chase these dreams? 

Just because we can chase 
some dreams, doesn't mean 
we ought chase all dreams. 

So which dreams do we 
chase?  What songs do we 
sing? 

A big theme in the Bible is 
that God gives us a new 
song to sing. 

So if we're sick of chasing our 
own self-absorbed dreams, 
2017 might be a chance to 
chase a new dream.  

And sing a 
new song. 

Sing! a new song for a new year  

Sing God a 

brand-new 

song! 

Earth and    

everyone in it, 

sing! 

Sing to God - 

worship God! 

Shout the news 

of his victory 

from sea to 

sea, 

Take the news 

of his glory to 

the lost, 

News of his 

wonders to  

one and all! 

 

Psalm  

96:1-3 MSG 
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Direct deposit account details for your Parish offertory contributions: 
 

BSB  067 021 
Account # 1000 6848 
Name:  Riverlinks Anglican Church 

Don’t worry 

about those 

who talk     

behind your 

back.  

They’re     

behind you 

for a reason 

 

Some people 

need to   

open their 

small minds 

instead of 

their big 

mouths 

 

Time is     

precious.  

Waste it 

wisely 

Financial Position 
 

OFFERTORY    Income  Budget 
 

6 Months to 31DEC16  78,455  82,500 
JANUARY 2017   13,350  13,750 
TOTAL     91,805  96,250 
 
Profit/Loss Year To Date    - 4,445 
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Looking for a 

once in a      

lifetime          

experience?  

Go skydiving 

with no         

parachute 

 

If a girl tells 

you that 

you’re right, 

that’s called 

sarcasm 

 

When nothing 

goes right,   

go to bed 

 

 

Yes there is a need for        
repentance, for learning to 
grow and do things             
differently, for learning from 
mistakes and loving God and 
others more. Yet shame,   
separation, and total           
rejection isn’t part of the 
Gospel. 

When Jesus met Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10), an outsider, 
who stole money from his 
own people, Jesus still        
befriended him. Jesus ate 
with him and said a                 
relationship can happen    
despite the mess. 

When the woman was caught 
in adultery (John 8:1-11),    
Jesus reminded everyone 
that they are all guilty and no 
one is perfect. By doing this, 
they realised they were all 
outsiders. We all need to   
remember we shouldn’t    
belong, but God says we can 
anyway. 

Relationships become weak 
when we let shame have the 
last say. When we believe we 
don’t deserve love or         
acceptance. When our       
insecurities and short-
comings have the last say. 

Imagine if ... 

Guilt needs to be dealt with. 
We do need to say sorry and 
ask God to help change us 
and change the way we      
relate to others. His cross 
brings us forgiveness, and it 
also brings us into a family 
where we always belong   
despite our mistakes 
(Galatians 3:23-4:7) 

Imagine if we didn’t let 
shame win, and reminded 
our friends, family, church 
family, spouses, girlfriends 
and boyfriends, that they   
belong, are accepted and are 
wanted.  The next time 
someone does something, or 
comes into church and look 
lonely, we need to talk to 
them and let them know they 
can belong. 

Andre Adefope 

www.relationshipdilemma.com 

continued 
from              

page 5 

3 

 

Our lives are    

a Christ-like 

fragrance rising 

up to  

God.  

2 Corinthians 

2:15 NLT 

Riverlinks Together at Baxter’s farm 

Last Sunday, January 29th, 
was a treasured day, the date 
set aside to join together 
with all our Riverlinks         
Anglican Parish members. 

Congratulations and thanks 
to Brian and Jenny Baxter 

who made their woolshed 
available at Pipers River. 

The Uniting and Baptist     
congregations of George 
Town were also invited to 
join in as part of the regular 
ABU worship services. 

There were around 100 who 
squeezed their camp chairs 
onto the floor amongst the 
shearing bits and pieces, and 
not mention the presence of 
that rich sheepy smell! 

Outside Brian had lined up 
bags of those merino marbles 
to swell the Parish funds, so 

many went home with that 
great aroma in their cars! 

We all know how our        
numbers shrink in the 
warmth of our long summer, 
and this type of gathering 
brings much encouragement 
as we all come together to 
worship our great God. 

The sermon on the mount, so 
carefully explained by Peter 
Cox, is a favourite and     
treasured teaching of our 
Lord's, and one to lean on for 
the promises that the Father 
gives us. 

The crowd, replete with good 
country hospitality and lunch 
well shared, reluctantly 
wended their way home 
through our rich countryside, 
feeling blessed beyond belief.  
Countryside thickly planted 
with vines and pasture.  
Countryside that this year has 
yielded amazing numbers of 
big round bales. 

Thank you Lord for such 
bounty! 

 

Helen Wills  
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Daily prayers 

will diminish 

your cares 

 

 

 

The bread       

of life never 

gets stale 

 

 

 

Enthusiasm  

is the spirit of 

God working 

with you 

 

 

Feed your 

faith and your 

fears will 

starve 

 

Guilt and shame are often 
linked, but they aren’t the 
same. We often treat them 
like they are and this can 
weaken our relationships. It 
is helpful to see that guilt is 
linked to what we have done 
or said, while shame is about 
how others see us. Shame is 
feeling unaccepted and like 
we don’t belong. Without 
overcoming shame we will 
always feel like we don’t   
deserve good relationships. 

When I became a Christian I 
was told about the cross. Or 
should I say, the main        
interpretation of the cross, 
namely that Jesus took the 
punishment we should       
receive because we have   
broken God’s law.  Jesus             
became sin for us and has 
taken away our guilt. 

This is true and important 
and biblical. This is something 
we all need to hear. But for 
me, looking back, the thing 
that really made an impact 
was hearing about a God who 
loved me. There was a God 
who would not leave me no 
matter what happens. 

Despite what I thought about 

myself, despite the             
insecurities, despite the self-
loathing, God would be there 
and never leave. He knew me 
better than I knew myself 
and said: you’re part of the 
family. 

This truth reverses the 
shame, which is different 
from dealing with the guilt. 

Forgiveness Counters Guilt 

Guilt is about doing, saying or 
thinking something wrong. 
It’s about breaking a rule or 
law. If we steal someone’s 
phone, whether we feel 
guilty or not, we are guilty. 
We have committed a crime. 
Guilt and feeling 
guilty is about the individual. 
‘I’ have done something 
wrong. 

A great thing about the   
Christian faith is that God 
says we are forgiven, we do 
not need to be bound by 

9 
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St David’s Cathedral 
Floral Festival 

A mass of beautiful exhibits by more 
than 60 church & community groups. 
Visitors will also have the opportunity 
to explore this magnificent heritage 
building; climb the Bell Tower on   
Saturday from 10am to 3pm, take a 
tour of the stained glass or view the 
Cathedral treasures on show in the 
cloisters. 
A concert of strings, organ and voice 
will be held on Sunday at 2:00pm. 
Refreshments available in Church 
House. 

Friday 10th February & Saturday      
11th February 9am-4:30pm 

Sunday 12th February 11:30am-2pm 
Entry $2 

Concert Sunday 2pm $10  
 

All funds raised by the Friends of St David’s 
will go to support the work of the Cathedral 

in the community.  
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The grass 

isn’t greener 

on the other 

side.  It’s 

greener 

where you 

water it 

 

 

 

Truth does 

not depend 

on a          

consensus   

of opinion 

 

 

 

The grass 

may look 

greener on 

the other 

side, but it 

still needs to 

be mowed 

punishment because we have 
a saviour who died for us. It’s 
an amazing truth. 

Shame however, is better  
understood in relational 
terms. 

Relationship Counters 
Shame 

Shame is to do with feeling 
unwanted by others, feeling 
like we don’t belong. This 
may be because we have    
broken laws and feel guilty, 
or because we have             
insecurities and low self-
esteem. But shame happens 
when we experience          
unworthiness and rejection in 
relationships, or think people 
will treat us in this way. 

Shame is about believing we 
don’t deserve good              
relationships because we 
think that when people see 
us, they see all of the bad 
things, and we don’t deserve 
to be accepted. 

The question is, will my 
friends, family, church family, 
see me with all of my flaws, 
mistakes, imperfections, and 
still say I can still belong?  Am 
I still accepted no matter 
what? We may need to    
apologise for mistakes, we 
may disappoint them, we 
may feel guilty and we may 
not deserve to belong.      
Nevertheless, we are still 
able to build relationships 
with them. 

Shame is reversed when     
other people continue to   
allow us to belong and relate 
in community. 

We all struggle with shame to 
some extent. We believe we 
don’t look as good as our 
friends or the people we see 
in adverts. We aren’t as     
funny or clever as the person 
we work with.  We clearly 
don’t love God as much as 
those other ‘super’           
Christians.  So we feel 
ashamed and undeserving. 

Jesus Counters Shame and 
Guilt 

So many people, even     
Christians in church, struggle 
to believe that there is no 
need for shame with Jesus.  
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The deadline for the March Newsletter edition is 20th February 

February 2017 

8th  

Wed 
 

9th 

Thur 
 

10th 

Fri 

Blooming Church Floral Festival – 9:00am       
at St David’s Cathedral, Hobart 

Parish Council meeting – 7:30pm 

11th 
Sat 

Blooming Church Floral Festival 

Annual Diocesan SCC Training Event                             
– 10:00am Team member training                         
– 1:00pm Team leader training                                
– 2:30pm Team planning                                             
at St John’s Parish, 157 St John St. Launceston 

12th 
Sun 

Blooming Church Floral Festival 

13th 
Mon 

Cadorna – 2:00pm 

14th 
Tue 

 

15th 
Wed 

St Oswald’s Fellowship Group – 2:00pm 

Ainslie Service – 2:15pm 

16th 
Thur 

PresCare Legana – 10:45am 

17th 
Fri 

 

18th 
Sat 

Diocesan Ultreya – 10:30am                                            
at St Aidan’s Lindisfarne 

February 2017 

1st 
Wed 

(each Wednesday)                                                      

Healing Service – 10:00am at St David’s 

Men’s Shed – 1:00pm to 4:00pm in Riverside 

Home & Study Groups                                             
– 7:30pm  at Stott’s home  

2nd 
Thur 

(each Thursday)                                                              

mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

3rd 
Fri 

(each Friday)                                                               

KYB Study Group – 10:00am                                    
at Baptist Church George Town                                                    

Good News Club – 3:30pmat St David’s Riverside    

Re:Fuel – 6:00pm at St John’s Launceston 

Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

4th 
Sat 

 

5th 
Sun 

 

6th 
Mon 

(each Monday) 

Child’s Play – 9:30am at St O’s 

Home & Study Groups                                                                                  
– 2:30pm St Oswald’s at Collings’ home 

7th 
Tue 

(each Tuesday)                                                              

Prayer Group – 1:00pm at St MM G/Town  

Home & Study Groups                                                
– 1:45pm  at Igglesden’s home                                
– 7:30pm  at Booth’s home                                      
– 7:30pm  at Pedley’s home                                    
– 7:30pm  Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s 

*** Check with your own group leader         
regarding restart dates for 2017 as some 

groups may begin later than others *** 

Riverlinks  
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February 2017 

19th 
Sun 

Schools Sunday 

20th 
Mon 

 

21st 
Tue 

 

22nd 
Wed 

*** Launceston Cup Day *** 

 

23rd 
Thur 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s 

24th 
Fri 

 

25th 
Sat 

National Day of Prayer & Fasting 

26th 
Sun 

CCCGT Combined Service – 2:30pm                       
at Cornerstone Church 

27th 
Mon 

 

28th 

Tue 
 

March and other dates 2017 

3rd March World Day of Prayer 

19th March 200 years of the Bible Society celebration 

1st April MST & PC Retreat 

14th to 16th April Launceston Easter Community Festival 

30th April  Riverlinks Together with Tim & Emma 

Calendar  

Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office                        

399 West Tamar Hwy, Riverside - 6324 0039 office@riverlinks.net.au 

Service Times For Worship Centres 

East Launceston 

5th 
10:00 am 

4:30 pm 

Morning Prayer 

Messy Church 

12th 10:00 am Communion 

19th 10:00 am All In Service 

26th 10:00 am Communion 

George Town  

5th 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Hillwood            Communion  

Pipers River       Communion 

George Town   Communion 

12th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Together @ 10.30 

19th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River        Communion 

George Town    ABU Baptist 

26th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

Riverside & Trevallyn 

5th 10:00 am Riverside   Communion  

12th 10:00 am Riverside   Praise & Worship 

19th 10:00 am Riverside   Communion 

26th 10:00 am Riverside   Holy Communion  

Each 

Wed 
10:00am Riverside   Healing Service 

Peace Haven 

12th 10:30 am   Holy Communion 

19th 10:30 am   Morning Prayer 

26th 10:30 am   Morning Prayer 


